f
SPANISH  DOMINION  IN .AMERICA                      575
[1720-1778 A.D.]
thousand miles from Mexico, and some appertaining to the viceroyalty of Peru were still farther from Lima. To remedy this evil a fourth viceroyalty was created in 1776, comprising the provinces of Rio de la Plata, Buenos Ayres, Paraguay, Tucuman, Potosi, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Charcas, and the towns of Mendoza and San Juan. The seat of government was*established at Buenos Ayres, and Don Pedro Zevallos raised to this new dignity, who was well acquainted with the countries over which he had to preside, having long resided in them, in a subordinate station. This division, together with what was taken off at the erection of the viceroyalty of New Granada, reduced the territory of the viceroyalty of Peru to one third its original extent. The remote provinces of Sonora, Sinaloa, California, and New Navarre, which belonged to the jurisdiction of New Spain, were likewise formed into a separate government, which was conferred on the chevalier de Croix, who, although not possessed of the title and dignity of viceroy, was wholly independent of the viceroyalty of New Spain. Several of these provinces contained some of the richest mines of gold in America, recently discovered, and this was among the reasons that urged the erection of a new government, which, from its vicinity, might afford the protection and facilities that the mining operations required. Another, and perhaps the most patriotic measure of the count de Galvez, was the establishment of intendancies for the superintendence and protection of the Indians. This measure had a happy effect on the natives; under the active superintendence of the intendants, whose duty it was to watch over their rights, as guardians and protectors, this miserable race enjoyed securities and advantages of which they were deprived under the tyranny of the subaltern Spanish and Indian magistrates, to whom they had been subjected.
At a subsequent period some alterations took place in the political divisions of Spanish America, so that at the*commencement of the political revolution, whieli restored all the Spanish dominions on the American continent to independence and liberty, its civiMivisions consisted of the four viceroyal-ties of New Spain, Peru, Buenos Ayres, and New Granada, and the territories called captain-generalcies of Chili, Venezuela, and Guatemala. These seven distinct governments were independent of each other; a viceroy presided over the four first, and an officer, called a captain-general, over the three last, all of which were appointed by the king; were independent of each other, and directly dependent on. the crown. These governments were subdivided into provinces, over which presided a governor, or corregidorj and also into intendancies, which formed the jurisdiction of an officer called an intendant. This latter division, was principally for that part of the government which related to the Indians. The governors and intendants were appointed by the king, but accountable to the viceroy, or captain-general, to whose jurisdiction the province belonged.                                                  ^ *
The provinces were again divided into departments, over which presided a delegate of the governor or officer at the head of *he government of the province, and likewise subordinate magistrates, calle^J alcaldes, appointed by the municipalities, denominated cabildos. The viceroys and captain-generals possessed both civil and military power, and generally the governors possessed the same; but in some instances they enjoyed only civil authority, in which cases there was a military chief, or officer in the province, called comandante, who held the military command. The supreme judicial power was vested in the court of audience, of which there was one or more in each of the vice-royalties and captain-generalcies; the separate judges of this tribunal were called oidores, and their number varied according to the population and
H. w. -VOL, xxin. 2 pwith America, regulated the export and importle and inviting weredredthey could no longer be restrained, and Pizarro was obliged to order the whole melted down, and divided among his followers. The captive monarch, having performed his part of the contract, now demanded to be set at liberty; but the perfidious Spanish leader had no such intention, his only object being to secure the plunder; and he even meditated taking the life of his credulousaez's men as served with reluctan after which he mustered five hundred and fifty foot-soldiers and forty hor men, and possessed a train of nine field-pieces. With this force, and 1 thousand Tlaxcalans and other friendly Indians, he set out once more for 1ission, which in strike the public chord as Webster's famous Hiilse-mann letter had done. His judicious exposition of the American theory of citizenship, and his declaration of the right of the United States to affordl address.]rsey; and in November, 1681, Jennings, acting as governor
